
The Awakening of Conscience 
By Dr. O. Hallesby  

“How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered

Himself without blemish unto God, cleanse
your conscience from dead works to serve the

living God.”  Hebrews 9:14

E have now seen that the con science of
fallen man is not helped by the fact alone that

God through Christ has re vealed His will to
man. 

Be fore the con science of man can de rive any 
ben e fit from the rev e la tion of the di vine will, God must
per form a mir a cle with our con science.   

This mir a cle we call the awak en ing.
Spir i tual awak en ing is noth ing else but the awak en -

ing of the con science.  God touches our con science by
one means or an other in such a way that it be gins to func -
tion nor mally.  Up to this time it has been more or less
dor mant.  At times it has even failed to give ex pres sion to
its judg ments.  At other times it has spo ken so fee bly and
in dis tinctly that it has been nei ther heard nor heeded.  

Then some thing hap pens.
What it is that hap pens and how it hap pens, is not so

easy to say.
Spir i tual awak en ing is, on the whole, one of the most

mys te ri ous things in life.  
But the work ings of this mys te ri ous act which God

per forms within us are not so dif fi cult to ob serve.
These work ings may be very grad ual, they may also

be very rapid, even sud den; but the ef fect of the mir a cle
by which God brings about our awak en ing is nev er the -

less the same; we feel that we have been made to stand
be fore God in a won der ful way.  

The re la tion be tween this ex pe ri ence and our con -
science is in deed re mark able.  

Our con science speaks to us with out our ask ing it to
do so or de sir ing it.  As a mat ter of fact, it speaks to us
even when we would pre fer to have it re main si lent. …

Here we note the gra cious as pect of spir i tual awak en -
ing, the un mer ited phase of it.  

We are not awak ened be cause we have de sired it or
willed it or pre pared our selves for it.  On the con trary, we
do one thing prior to our awak en ing, and this one thing is
to try to hin der it, or, to be more ex act, to make it as dif fi -
cult as pos si ble for God to awaken us.  …

Ob vi ously, this does not mean that God com pels any
one to be come a Chris tian.  We are speak ing here of
awak en ing, not re pen tance.  God does not com pel any
one to re pent.  …

There are some re mark able pas sages in the Scrip -
tures about God giv ing re pen tance to man.  See, for in -
stance, Acts 5:31, 11:18, II Timothy 2:25.  In fact, we are
even told here that He gives re pen tance even as He gives
the re mis sion of sins.   

Let us note, more over, that it is through spir i tual
awak en ing that God gives man re pen tance.  Through the
mir a cle of awak en ing God works upon our wills un til we
our selves will to be come repentant.

In the Scrip tures we find this thought ex pressed thus: 
“It is God who worketh in you both to will and to work
for His good plea sure” (Philippians 2:13).  “And a cer -
tain woman named Lydia…heard us; whose heart the
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Lord opened to give heed
unto the things which were
spo ken by Paul” (Acts
16:14).

We have seen that the
ex pres sion “heart” is used
both in the Old and in the
New Tes ta ment in the sense
of “con science.”  In this case
also it seems to lie near at
hand to un der stand “heart”
in that sense.  In that event
we would read that God
opened the con science of
Lydia so that she gave heed
to the Word.

Here we see, then, how
God pro ceeds when He
works within us to will.  He
works through our con -
science, He “opens” our con -
science.  …

Scrip ture speaks about
sea sons “when He may be
found” and “when He is
near” (Isa iah 55:6).  

Here we have the real
mys tery in con nec tion with
sea sons of spir i tual awak en -
ing, the grace of God con -
nected there with.

It is in such holy sea sons
as this and when we are in
such a holy place as in the
pres ence of God that our
con science is again re stored
to its right ful el e ment and is
en abled to do what it is sup -
posed to do.

Now it can speak with
au thor ity, yea, with power.   

Now it is in truth the
voice of God!  The voice
which pierces through our
very bone and mar row.  

The Scrip tures speak of
peo ple who trem ble at the
word of the Lord (Isa iah
66:2).  This is just what the
awak ened soul now ex pe ri -
ences.  Now he un der stands
the words of the psalm ist:
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“Thou, even Thou, are to be feared: And who may stand
in Thy sight when once Thou art an gry” (Psalm 76:7).  

The awak ened soul not only hears the voice of God,
he also feels that the eye of God is upon him.  So nigh has
the Lord drawn unto him.  In fact, he of ten feels as though 
God sits and looks right down upon his life, both night
and day.

Taken from Conscience by O. Hallesby, Ph.D.,
Copyright 1933, Augsburg Publishing House,

Permission Granted, 
Submitted by Paul Peterson, Kenyon, MN.

Ed i tor’s Note: Prevenient Grace!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Nathanael saith unto Him “Whence knowest 
Thou me?  Jesus answered and said unto

him, “Before Philip called thee, when thou
wast under the fig tree, I saw thee”  

John 1:48

NATHANAEL thought that he was both hid den and
for got ten where he sat but just then Je sus saw him.  He
did not get to know, while he still sat un der the fig tree,
that Je sus saw him but he found it out later.   

If we look at this oc cur rence from an in ner and spir i -
tual point of view, we know that what Nathanael ex pe ri -
enced has hap pened too many.  Sin and sor row and doubt
had set tled down over the soul, ev ery thing en closed us as
a dark night, and we thought we were for got ten by both
God and men.  But then Je sus saw also us.  We did not
know it, but we learned it later, and now when we look
back to that time, we mar vel that we did not see Him then.

Now, too, many sit alone, and think they are for saken 
by both God and men.  An un suc cess ful life with sin
added to sin has brought you to the con clu sion that you
are dis missed and for got ten by all.  But that is not true –
the Sav ior sees you right where you are now – even if you 
do not see Him –  He sees you.  Surely the Lord is not far
from each one of us.  Da vid says:

“If I take the wings of the morn ing, 
And dwell in the ut ter most parts of the sea; 
Even there shall Thy hand lead me, 
And Thy right hand shall hold me.”

That is what we ought to be lieve about God.  Then
we, too, shall see Him who saw Nathanael un der the fig
tree.

“Fear not, I am with thee, Oh, be not dis mayed, 
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to

stand Up held by My righ teous, om nip o tent hand.”

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright 1939,
Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Vessels of Praise 

By Mi chael Youssef, Ph.D. 

“Blessed (Praise) be to the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead”. 1 Peter 1:3

Our lives are ves sels of praise to the Lord.  When we
make a com mit ment to obey God, we honor and praise
Him with our obe di ence.  Our prayers are of fer ings of
praise to God and ex press our de vo tion.  When we show
kind ness to one an other, we are liv ing lives of praise and
re flect ing His love to oth ers (Ed. Pro vided we know
JESUS CHRIST as our per sonal Savior).

Sa tan hates praise, and he will do any thing (Ed. He
has lim ited power, as long as we are IN Je sus!) to stop us
from glo ri fy ing God.  He knows that God in dwells the
praises of His peo ple.  He also un der stands the power of
praise.   When our eyes are set on Christ through praise,
we will gain a mighty vic tory as we sub mit our lives and
our hearts to Je sus Christ.  

Praise (and thanksgiving) changes the at mo sphere of 
our tri als.  Those who know the se cret of praise un der -
stand that feel ings of de pres sion, fear, doubt, and worry
van ish in the wake of prayer and praise.  Feel ings of bit -
ter ness, re sent ful ness, and fear flee when we praise the
Lord for who He is and for what He has done.

Our praise to God ac knowl edges His au thor ity over
our lives.  This is be cause in times of praise, we sub mit
our selves to Him for His glory and pur pose.  Our hu mil -
ity and cour age to trust God dem on strate our de pend ence 
on Him alone.  Even a few words of praise from the over -
flow of a hum bled heart can be a sweet aroma to the Lord.

Ex press your love and de vo tion to the Sav ior – and
your grat i tude for His faith ful ness – by prais ing (and
thank ing) ev ery day. 

Selected
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“Noth ing Will Ever Be At tempted If
All Pos si ble Ob jec tions Must First Be

Over come” 
Sam uel John son
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The War on Christianity 
By Frank Wright, Ph.D.

This is the battle of the ages: fallacy versus
truth, evil versus good, and shameful darkness 
versus the light of Christ.  This is the ultimate
war with more casualties and more at stake

than in any war ever fought.      

The spec ter of war calls forth im ages of wrack and ruin, 
hu man suf fer ing, des o la tion, and death.  No where is the
grim re al ity of man kind fallen into sin more ev i dent than in
a land scape savaged by war fare.  In its af ter math, we pity
the sur vi vors even more than the dead – hav ing sur vived the 
hor rors of war they of ten have lost their free dom.

With these grim men tal im ages be fore us, how can we
speak of there be ing a war on Chris tian ity?  Where is the
scarred bat tle field?  Where are the dead and wounded? 
Where are the pris on ers be ing car ried off in bond age?

While we know that Chris tians around the world are
be ing killed solely for their faith in Christ, here in Amer -
ica we do not readily see this la men ta ble car nage.  Yet the
war against Chris tian ity here is no less real, and the bat -
tle field is no less des o late – at least for those who have
eyes to see and ears to hear.

Rightly un der stood, the War On Chris tian ity is the war 
of all wars.  This is the bat tle of the ages: fal lacy ver sus
truth, evil ver sus good, and shame ful dark ness ver sus the
light of Christ.  This is the ul ti mate war with more ca su al -
ties and more at stake than in any war ever fought.  This is
the bat tle for the souls of men, women, boys and girls.

At its heart, this war is a pitched bat tle against the
Per son and the sov er eign rule of Je sus Christ.  The
scarred bat tle field of this war is the cul ture it self, with the
en emy seek ing to lay waste to ev ery cul tural ves tige of
Chris tian au thor ity, in flu ence, and sup port.  The wrack
and ruin of this cul tural land scape is the dev as ta tion of
the fam ily and the school.

The scarred bat tle field of this war is the cul ture it -
self, with the en emy seek ing to lay waste to ev ery cul -
tural ves tige of Chris tian au thor ity, in flu ence, and
sup port, – as well as the sec u lar iza tion of the church and
the pub lic square.  In ev ery case, the War On Chris tian ity
seeks to marginalize, to demonize and to si lence ev ery
Chris tian voice.

And wan der ing across this scarred cul tural bat tle field
are the dead and wounded of this spir i tual war – mil lions
of lives de stroyed by abor tion, along with count less lives
de nuded of mean ing and des o lated by athe ism, sec u lar ism, 
and the reign ing cul ture of death.  The truth is, of course,
the great est ca su alty in the War On Chris tian ity is leav ing
in its wake the masses of walk ing dead in bond age to sin
and with out a clear Chris tian wit ness to of fer hope.

Three Things to Re mem ber 

1. What seems like ran dom cul tural chaos is in stead
the pre med i tated and de signed out work ing of cul tural
Marx ism, which aims to de stroy the au thor ity of the
church and the fam ily as the pred i cate to ush er ing in a
new so cial ist or tho doxy.

2. This re jec tion of au thor ity struc tures ev ery where
is ul ti mately a re jec tion of the sov er eign au thor ity of
Christ over His cre ation.  

3. While weap ons of our war fare in the War On
Chris tian ity are spir i tual, not car nal, we also are called to
con tend for the faith in the mar ket place of ideas, bear ing
wit ness to Christ be fore a lost and dy ing world.

As Da vid stool be fore Go li ath, the Philistine, he re -
buked the gi ant in the name of the Lord say ing: 

“This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand,
and I will strike you down and cut off your head. 
And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the
Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to

the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may
know that there is a God in Israel, and that all

this assembly may know that the Lord saves not
with sword and spear.  For the battle is the

Lord’s, and He will give you into our hand.”
(1 Samuel 17:46-47 ESV) 

In our time, we too must re mem ber that the bat tle is
the Lord’s.  But like Da vid, there are bat tles for us to fight 
in the name of Him who loved us and loosed us from our
sins in His own pre cious blood.

A Newsletter of D. James Kennedy Ministries 
IMPACT, Copyright 2017

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Old Tes ta ment was the Bi ble Je sus knew and of -
ten quoted.  One rea son the Old Tes ta ment is so im por -
tant, He de clared, is be cause it points to His com ing as
the prom ised Mes siah.

Some parts of the Old Tes ta ment may seem hard to
un der stand, such as the de tailed in struc tions that gov -
erned the Old Tes ta ment sac ri fi cial sys tem.  These no
lon ger strictly ap ply  to us, how ever, be cause they have
been ful filled in Christ’s sac ri fice of Him self on the cross  
– and yet they still have much to teach us about the ho li -
ness of God and the se ri ous ness of sin – pro found truths
we need to un der stand.  Man does not live on bread
alone but on ev ery word that co mes from the mouth of 
the Lord.  Deu ter on omy 8:3

Wisdom for Each Day ©2008, Billy Graham, Mfd. For 
© 2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

ASK, SEEK, KNOCK
“So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find, knock, and it will 
be opened to you.  For ev ery one who asks re ceives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who

knocks it will be opened.” 
(Luke 11:9-10)

Very sig nif i cant, as you me di ate on this por tion of
God’s Eter nal Word; is to no tice the num ber of words
that are plu ral.  It is something like a train-track
cross-arms: Stop, Look and Lis ten – only the above
two verses are very pos i tive!  

In a very real way we are deal ing with the very
‘life-breath’ of a Chris tian’s walk with God –
PRAYER.  And we def i nitely ap proach the Throne of
GRACE in Je sus’ Name (Je sus’ wor thi ness) as we
have no wor thi ness of our own.  So as chil dren of God, 
we come to our Heav enly Fa ther as a child com ing to
its earthly fa ther:  in con fi dence and ex pec ta tion.   

In a sense, through prayer we are com ing to the King’s
Ban quet Ta ble; even though we come as un wor thy
beg gars.  

You know, IF you were an ‘earthly-beg gar’ com ing, as 
in vited by the King himself to a ban quet ta ble, be cause 
you are in need, with thanksgiving you likely would n’t 
ask for a bowl of broth since you were in vited by the
King.

But in re al ity, you are coming to the Al mighty King
with the as sur ance to ask for any thing that is your de -
sire; on the con di tion that the King makes the fi nal
choices, as HE knows def i nitely best and that the King
should be glo ri fied through it ALL.

“TRULY my soul si lently waits for God’ From Him co -
mes my sal va tion.  He only is my rock and my sal va -
tion; He is my de fense; I shall not be greatly moved. 
Trust in Him at all times, you peo ple; Pour out your
heart be fore Him; God is a ref uge for us.  Selah”
Psalm 62:1-2, 8.  

ASK

Ask ing is faith in ac tion, is it not?

Do you think we could learn from a man of wis dom in
the Old Tes ta ment?  Although Sol o mon made some
bad choices, he said: “Ev ery word of God is pure; He
is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.  Do not
add to His words, Let Him re buke you, and you be
found a liar.  Two things I re quest of You (De prive me
not be fore I die): Re move false hood and lies far from

me; Give me nei ther pov erty nor riches – Feed me with 
the food al lot ted to me; Lest I be full and deny you,
And say, ‘Who is the LORD?” Or lest I be poor and
steal, And pro fane the name of my God” Prov erbs
30:5-9.  You and I should not ques tion God, for HE
knows what we can be en trusted with!

Many years ago a young gent was watch ing work men
put ei ther tele gram or tele phone lines to gether for
com mu ni ca tion.  This very young gent asked them
what they were do ing?  Their re sponse was to def i -
nitely quicken be tween two points of com mu ni ca tion. 

His re sponse was, “That is noth ing,” –  “‘It shall
come to pass That be fore they call, I will an swer;
And while they are still speak ing, I will hear.’” Isa -
iah 65:24.   

SEEK

As fa thers (par ents) like to hear from their chil dren,
even so does our heav enly Fa ther like to hear from His
chil dren!  

In my opin ion, to ‘seek’ is to look for some thing very
ear nestly and not eas ily give up!  I am re minded of the
par a bles of the Shep herd look ing for the one lost
sheep; or the lady who lost a coin. (See Luke 15:1-10) 

WE are to seek first of all: “’But seek first the king dom 
of God and His righ teous ness, and all these things
shall be added to you.’” Mat thew 6:33

Among the first thing we are to seek is the fur ther ance
of the GOSPEL as the Gos pel has a big Go-spel! 
“{God] de sires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowl edge of the truth.” 1 Tim o thy 2:4.

Se ri ously, my Spouse and I have been ask ing/seek ing
God’s con tin ued mercy upon our be loved USA and re -
newal of pa tri o tism and CHRISTIANITY.  Also we
have been ask ing/plead ing be fore the Throne of
GRACE that He lay upon peo ple’s hearts to in vest in
this por tion of Je sus’ King dom Work on Earth and that
GOD would be glo ri fied.

KNOCK

When some one knocks or rings the door-bell, it is a
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“Giv ing thanks al ways for all things unto God
and the Fa ther in the name of our Lord Je sus
Christ.” Ephe sians 5:20

Giv ing thanks al ways!  We are not to thank God
some of our bless ings and then for get to thank him for
other bless ings, but we are to thank Him for all things. 
We do not al ways have to thank Hi in words, but our ac -
tions should be speak ing praise to him for the bless ing
of be ing a Chris tian.  In deeds of kind ness to oth ers we
are show ing our thanks unto Him.  

Dr. Pace was go ing from New York to Chi cago on a
crowded train.  He had found a seat and set tled down to
read.  He saw an el derly man stand ing, and of fered him
his seat.  The old man grate fully ac cepted the seat for he
was not well.  Then he saw a tired mother with four
small chil dren.  He want to her and asked, “Won’t you
let me amuse the chil dren for a while so you can rest?” 
The mother grate fully ac cepted his kind ness, and went
to the dress ing room while Dr. Pace amused the chil dren 
with sto ries and pic tures.  A cul ti vated Chi nese man was 
on the train, who was a Har vard Uni ver sity grad u ate,
and he said to Dr. Pace, 

“Sir, I know you are a Chris tian.  I have been watch -
ing you.  I, too, am a Chris tian.”

An other man who was smok ing, hear ing the con -
ver sa tion, said, “I have been watch ing you, too, and I
want to talk to you.  I used to be a Chris tian, and some -
how, see ing you, makes me want to come back to God.”

Dr. Pace’s life was giv ing thanks to God.   Is your
life a life of praise?

Dear Lord Je sus, make us a bless ing to some one in
need.  Give us thank ful hearts for all Thy bless ings.  In
Je sus’ name.  Amen.  

“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go
into the house of the Lord.”  Psalm 122:1

All peo ple should be will ing to go to the house of
the Lord.  But sad to say, many peo ple would rather go
to a ball game, or horse race, or a pic nic or any thing than 

to the house of the Lord.  Many peo ple say that the
church is full of hyp o crites and so they are not will ing to 
go to the house of the Lord, but such an ex cuse will not
hold good when they stand be fore the Lord, their Judge.  
(Ed. By the way there will be NO hyp o crites in Heaven)

Spurgeon tells this story:

One Amer i can said to an other, “I wish you would
come to my gar den and taste my ap ples.”  But even
though he asked the friend sev eral times he would not
come into the gar den.  At last the fruit-grower said,

“I sup pose you think my ap ples are no good, so you
won’t try them.”

To tell the truth,” an swered the friend, ‘I have tasted
them.  As I went along the road, I picked a fallen one,
and I never tasted any thing so sour in all my life.  I do
not want any more of your ap ples.”

“Oh,” said the fruit-grower, “I thought that must
have been the case.  Those ap ples around the out side of
the gar den are for the spe cial ben e fit of the boys; I went
fifty mile to se lect the most sour ap ples, and planted the
around the or chard so the boys would not think them
worth steal ing  If you will come in side, you will find
that we grow a very dif fer ent qual ity there; they are
sweet.”

If we go to the house of the Lord to meet the Sav iour 
and have fel low ship with Him, we will be glad and our
lives will be strength ened.  (Ed. Pro vided you at tend na
as sem bly that is Bi ble be liev ing and prac tic ing).  

Dear Lord Je sus, draw us close to Thee, and so Thy
chil dren, that we may re joice in fel low ship, one with the 
other.  In Je sus name.  Amen.  

These two articles are from Altar Steps, by Pastor R.
P. Haakonson.  This devotional book is available from

The Hauge Innermission for a donation of $10 plus
$2.00 for shipping.  Just use the envelope at the center

of the magazine to order.

def i nite in di ca tion that some one is at the thresh old re -
quest ing en trance into your abode.  We who are in -
vited should spe cif i cally re spond to the re quest! 
“Now faith is the sub stance of things hoped for, the ev -
i dence of things not seen.  “But with out faith it is im -
pos si ble to please Him, for he who co mes to God must
be lieve that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who dil i gently seek Him.”  He brews 11:1 & 6

WHEN ‘we’ are ‘knock ing’, we need to make sure that 
we have a right-re la tion ship with the INVITER and by 
no-means will we be dis ap pointed as we pray that
the Fa ther’s Will be done and that GOD might be
glo ri fied through the an swer for us beg gars!   

Re mem ber the par a ble of the Ten Vir gins found in
Mat thew 25.



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

What in the World Is Happening to
Marriage?

More Amer i cans 50 years and older are copy ing
youn ger gen er a tions and es chew ing mar riage, opt ing in -
stead to live with their part ners, ac cord ing to new
research.

In 2016 about 18 mil lion Amer i cans were co hab it ing 
de fined as liv ing with an un mar ried part ner; and nearly a
quar ter of them were peo ple over 50, an in crease of 75
per cent since 2007, data re leased on April 6, 2017, from
Pew Re search Cen ter showed …

Fewer mar riages, chang ing so cial norms and
women’s greater eco nomic in de pend ence are other ex -
pla na tions for the rise, Stepler added…

Pew [Re search] found that 27 per cent of peo ple 50
years and older who are co hab it ing have never mar ried,
while more than half are di vorced and 13 per cent are wid -
owed.

Yahoo.com 

“’For as in the days be fore the flood, they were
eat ing and drink ing, mar ry ing and giv ing in mar -
riage, un til the day that Noah en tered the ark’” Mat -
thew 24:38.

More Gays and Lesbians Adopt Despite
Obstacles

With tens of thou sands of chil dren lin ger ing in fos ter
care across the U.S., awaiting adop tion, Il li nois school
teach ers Kevin Neubert and Jim Gorey did their bit.
What be gan with their of fer to briefly care for a new born
fos ter child evolved in a few years into the adop tion of
that lit tle boy and all four of his older sib lings. 

The story of their two-dad, five-kid fam ily ex em pli -
fies the po ten tial for same-sex cou ples to help ease the
pe ren nial short fall of adop tive homes for fos ter chil dren.
Yet even as more gays and les bi ans adopt, some pol i ti -
cians seek to protect faith-based adop tion agen cies that
ob ject to placing chil dren in such fam i lies. 

New mea sures in Texas and South Da kota al low
state­funded agen cies to re fuse to place chil dren with
unmarried or gay pro spec tive par ents be cause of re li -
gious objections. A newly in tro duced bill in Con gress
would ex tend such pro vi sions na tion wide. 

Bias against pro spec tive gay adop tive par ents re -
mains pervasive, and many thou sands of gays and les bi -
ans are dissuaded from adopt ing for fear of en coun ter ing

such bias. 
“Some of these agen cies are quite clear that they

don’t work with cer tain sorts of peo ple,” said Currey
Cook of the LGBT­rights group Lambda Le gal. 

There’s no of fi cial count of gay and les bian adop tive
parents, but the num ber is ris ing. 

Same-sex cou ples are nearly three times as likely to
adopt as het ero sex ual cou ples, says Gary Gates, a spe -
cial ist in LGBT de mog ra phy. His latest anal y sis of Cen -
sus Bu reau data in di cates that in 2015, the year same-sex
mar riage was le gal ized na tion wide, 44,000 adopted chil -
dren were be ing raised by 28,000 same-sex couples. That 
num ber of chil dren was dou ble his 2013 es ti mate. 

Taken from the Star Tribune, June 18, 2017

Trump on Common Core: “We Have to
End It” 

Pres i dent Don ald Trump is look ing to make good on
his cam paign prom ise to do away with the con tro ver sial
Com mon Core fed eral stan dards im ple mented in all but a 
hand ful (of) states in Amer ica’s pub lic schools – stress -
ing at his CEO Busi ness Town Hall that lo cal gov ern -
ments will soon re claim their role of set ting education
policy.

The pres i dent made this dec la ra tion… from the
White House where he in sisted that fed eral of fi cials
should not hold a com mand ing grasp on pub lic
education.

…Trump an nounced … “We can’t be man ag ing ed u -
ca tion from Wash ing ton.”

Michael F. Haverluck, onenewsnow.com 

Ed i tor’s Com ments: Lo cal schools should be con -
trolled by lo cal of fi cials who are ac count able to lo cal vot -
ers.  The fed eral gov ern ment and the state gov ern ments
need to get their hands off of lo cal schools.  With so much 
wrong for so long, it re mains to be seen if Com mon Core
and other non sense will be re placed by com mon sense.

Sword of the Lord

New DNC Chairman Says There’s No
Place for Pro-Lifers in Democratic Party 

The chair man of the Dem o cratic Party made it clear
that pro-life Dem o crats are no lon ger wel come in the
party…

Dem o cratic Na tional Com mit tee Chair man Tom
Perez’s com ments have di vi sive con se quences within the 
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Dem o cratic Party.  By tell ing pro-lif ers that there is no
room for them in the Dem o cratic Party, Perez is ef fec -
tively iso lat ing a large por tion of Dem o crats that con -
sider them selves to be pro-lifer.  In fact, 23 per cent of
Dem o crats con sider them selves to be pro-life ac cord ing
to a Marist/Kings of Co lum bus poll con ducted in
January.

Lifenews.com 

Boko Haram Increasingly Using
Children as Bombers

Rad i cal Is lamic ter ror ists from Boko Haram are in -
creas ingly forc ing chil dren to carry out bomb ings, with
the num ber of at tacks since Jan u ary al ready nearly
reach ing the to tal for all of last year, ac cord ing to a re -
port re leased (April 12) by the U.N. children’s agency.

Onenewsnow.com

The Dance!

Many years ago my spouse and I were priv i leged to
live in Can ada for a short pe riod of time, seek ing to
serve our cru ci fied and risen Sav ior.   

Dur ing this pe riod of time we were in formed how
Sa tan suc ceeded in con vinc ing some pro fess ing Chris -
tians that the dance was okay un der cer tain cir cum -
stances.  So danc ing-les sons were given in church! 
Af ter learn ing how to dance, guess what?  The
church-dance was n’t ex cit ing enough and so they went
and got in volved in the sup pos edly called
worldly-dance.

The Bi ble clearly states that we are to seek to avoid
all ap pear ance of evil as we who know Je sus as our per -
sonal Sav ior are His am bas sa dors in this for -
eign/worldly world.  “Ab stain from ev ery form of evil”
1 Thessalonians 5:22.  We even pray in John 17:17 that
HE would ‘sanc tify’ us through His In spired Word and
the word sanc tify means to be set-apart from the world
and set-apart unto God.  “’Sanc tify them by Your truth,
your word is truth.’”  (John 17:17)

A godly Un cle who now is Home in Glory, told us
years ago about a wed ding that took place in his fam ily;
that they had sup pos edly a Chris tian-dance and that he
went out side the build ing and wept.  (You know what
Grand par ents used to call sin is very likely sin yet to day
and God does not change His Mind).  His tory would re -
cord that MANY acts of im mo ral ity have been com mit -
ted af ter a dance and pos si bly lin ger ing at the alcoholic
bottle!

Now I am fully aware that there are pro fess ing
Chris tians who will re fer to king Da vid who ‘danced’ in
the streets to jus ti fy ing danc ing. (See 2 Sam uel 6:14) 
Please prayer fully read the en tire text (to the end of the
chap ter) and see what the fi nal re sults were.

JESUS came to be our Sav ior, but sec ondly Je sus is
our prime ex am ple to fol low – cor rect?  Imag ine, if you
can, that the In car nate Son of God were phys i cally in
our midst to day.  Do you be lieve that JESUS would be
in volved in the dance to day, when HE clearly states that
he who looks at a woman and lusts af ter her (the op po -
site is also true), has com mit ted adul tery already in his
heart?

Now keep in mind that the par tic i pants in danc ing
are many times dressed ei ther im mod estly or with
tight/scant cloth ing.  

The dance fre quently in volves a man putt ing his
arms around a woman’s body.  Would we be lieve this
would bring honor and glory to the Al mighty?

I am re minded of a fairly young be liever who
thought he could go to the dance and tes tify for Je sus on
the dance-floor, which he tried.  His part ner asked him,
“What are you do ing here?”  She knew the dance is of
the world.  I am con cerned also what the things of this
world lead to, as there is plea sure in sin for a sea son, and
the de cep tion of think ing we are liv ing a newer world
to day than the days of old.  ALSO, that we have lost (at
large) the value God places upon each in di vid ual and
that HE is a jeal ous GOD and that we can not serve two
mas ters.   ALSO we have lost much of the ho li ness and
pu rity of God to day! This is one rea son why to day folk
rea son and tol er ate sin so eas ily, and caus ally dis miss so
many sins as mi nor or in sig nif i cant.  JESUS says:   “But
I say to you that who ever looks at a woman to lust for
her has al ready com mit ted adul tery with her in his
heart.” Mat thew 5:28.  We need a new vi sion of who
God is, and who we are as sin ners in His sight.  “All the
words of my mouth are with righ teous ness;  Noth ing
crooked or per verse is in them.  They are all plain to him 
who un der stands, and right to those who find knowl -
edge.  For wis dom is better than ru bies, And all the
things one may de sire can not be com pared with her.  The 
fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and ar ro gance
and the evil way And the per verse mouth I hate”
Proverbs 8:8, 9, and 13.

I be lieve that I have stated clearly enough, that I do
not be lieve, that for pro fess ing Chris tians,  the dance nor 
mod er ate drink ing of Al co holic bev er ages has any place 
in a Chris tian’s life.

Editor



A Prophet Warning from
Ezekiel 23

Please read Ezekiel 23 very care fully

God had richly blessed His peo ple Is rael.  In spite of
these great bless ings, they sinned and re belled against
God to the point where He needed to judge them se -
verely.  This judg ment came in the form of an in vad ing
for eign king named Nebuchadnezzar.  In three raids, he
de stroyed Je ru sa lem and the Tem ple, and took most of
the peo ple back to Bab y lon as cap tives.  They would
dwell in that land for 70 years ac cord ing to the proph ecy
of Jer e miah.  While they were dwell ing in Bab y lon is
when the priest Ezekiel brought God’s Word of cor rec -
tion upon them, to the end that they would re pent and be
re stored to God, and then back to their land.

What were the sins which brought God’s judg ment
upon them?  Time and time again it was the sin of idol a -
try.  They went af ter other gods to wor ship and serve
them, es pe cially the rain god Baal and his fe male coun -
ter part Ashteroth, the fer til ity god dess.  Con nected
closely with this idol a try were sex ual sins.  Ezekiel por -
trayed this by two sis ters, Oholah (my tent or tem ple) and 
Oholibah (my tent or tem ple in her).  These two sis ters
rep re sent Sa maria (the cen ter for the North ern King dom)
and Je ru sa lem (the cen ter for the South ern King dom).  

They are de picted as com mit ting the lewd est and
most im moral acts that you can imag ine, even com pared
to hav ing re la tions with an i mals!  “There she lusted af ter
her lov ers, whose gen i tals were like those of don keys and
whose emis sion was like that of horses.” (Ezk. 23:20 NIV)

What was be ing prac ticed in hea then cul tures (namely
Egypt, As syria and Babylon) was now adopted into Is -
rael’s life.  The sen su al ity of fallen men was now adopted 
by the peo ple of God, es pe cially the women who
centered their lives in sen su al ity.

Why did this hap pen?  Be cause they for sook the
Lord and went af ter other gods, and this will be the sin
which will come to the fore front when peo ple aban don
God and His stan dards.  This is ex actly what God said
they did:  “There fore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Be cause
you have for got ten Me and cast Me be hind your back,
bear now the pun ish ment of your lewd ness and your
harlotries.’” (Ezk. 23:35)  

God would not sit by idly when His peo ple were do -
ing such great acts of idol a try and sen su al ity.  Even when
God’s peo ple sin with no re pen tance, He will bring judg -
ment upon them.  Through Ezekiel, the Lord said to Is -
rael:  “Thus I shall make lewd ness cease from the land,
that all women may be ad mon ished and not com mit lewd -
ness as you have done.  And your lewd ness will be re -

quited upon you, and you will bear the pen alty of
wor ship ping your idols; thus you will know that I am the
Lord God.” (Ezk. 23:48-49)  In fact, God would do what -
ever it would take to rid His peo ple from this lifestyle.  It
meant that the North ern King dom was cap tured by the
Assyrians and the South ern King dom was cap tured by
the Bab y lo nians, the tem ple and Je ru sa lem de stroyed and 
ly ing in ru ins.  This is what God brought upon His own
peo ple be cause of their sin.

What hap pened to Is rael is hap pen ing to Amer ica
and the Church to day.  So ci ety be came sen sual in na ture
with a so-called “new mo ral ity,” which was ac tu ally no
mo ral ity.  What was ini tially fos tered through the mu sic
industry spread like wild fire to where open acts of im -
mo ral ity were bra zen upon so ci ety.  One can scarcely
watch any thing on TV or go any where pub licly with out
this be ing bra zenly dis played and pro moted.  For peo ple
to live to gether out side of mar riage or for peo ple to be in -
volved sex u ally with oth ers is com mon to day and ac -
cepted.  Even open acts of sex ual per ver sion are pa raded
to day as be ing a good, vi a ble al ter na tive to Biblical mar -
riage and re la tions.

As time went on, the peo ple of God adopted the stan -
dards of so ci ety, in clud ing the lewd ness.  It is n’t un usual
to see even Chris tian women dressed inappropriately,
even though the Scrip ture ad mon ishes women “…to
adorn them selves with proper cloth ing, mod estly and dis -
creetly” (I Tim. 2:9)  Some how the per ceived no tion to day
is that any thing goes be cause Je sus has all our sins cov -
ered and God loves us just the way we are.  Re pen tance is 
sel dom, if ever, men tioned, and the thought of God’s
judg ment com ing upon the peo ple of God is en tirely dis -
missed.

There is im mo ral ity in the church to day.  Peo ple who
claim the name of Christ must flee from all man ner of
lewd ness and im moral sex u al ity.  Are you in volved in
sex ual sins of for ni ca tion, adul tery, ho mo sex u al ity, por -
nog ra phy or per ver sion?  It must stop and it must stop
now.  Do not be so fool ish as to be lieve that you can live
this way and all of your sins will be for given, be cause re -
pen tance means a change of mind.  With out re pen tance (a 
change of think ing and a cor re spond ing change of be hav -
ior) there will be no for give ness.  Ezekiel shows us this,
as well as the New Tes ta ment in many places; such as I
Co rin thi ans 6:9-10, “Or do you not know that the un righ -
teous shall not in herit the king dom of God?  Do not be
de ceived; nei ther for ni ca tors, nor idol a ters, nor adul ter -
ers, nor ef fem i nate, nor ho mo sex u als, nor thieves, nor
the coveteous, nor drunk ards, nor re vil ers, nor swin dlers
shall in herit the king dom of God.” — JRH
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“For we walk by faith, 
not by sight”

II Corinthians 5:7

THE Chris tian’s pil grim age through the world to his
Home with God is a walk by faith.  No one of us has seen
heaven, God, or Je sus Christ.  To us, too, it may be said:
“Whom not hav ing seen ye love.” 

Our faith is the foot that stands on the Word of God – 
the hand that grasps Christ and His cross – that takes the
sword to fight the good fight – and holds fast to the in vis i -
ble One as though we see Him.  If a Chris tian quits be -
liev ing, he has noth ing to stand on, noth ing to hold fast
to, and pos sesses no goal of life.   With out faith it is im -
pos si ble to please God, and with out faith it is also im pos -
si ble to ex pe ri ence God.  We walk by faith, not by sight.
That means: We must go all the way through this life in
faith.  

Paul, too, had to be lieve even though he had been in
the third heaven and had seen and heard un speak able
things there.  When he stands at the end of life he says
rejoicingly: “I have kept the faith!”  He con sid ers that to
be un speak ably great.   

Let us thank God for ev ery thing that we may ex pe ri -
ence in the fel low ship of Je sus Christ, but let us not thank
Him least be cause He per mit ted us to be lieve, and let us
never quit pray ing Him to pre serve us in the Word and in
faith un til our death.  Many are im pris oned for eter nity
be cause they quit be liev ing.  May that never hap pen to
any of us!

I know the work is only Thine, 
The gift of faith is all di vine;
But if on Thee we call, 
Thou wilt the ben e fit be stow,
And give us hearts to feel and know 
That Thou has died for all.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright 1939,
Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Athens
Paul’s preach ing in Ath ens’ main mar ket place at -

tracted great cu ri os ity, and fi nally a well-known group of
in tel lec tu als in vited him to speak to them.  He readily ac -
cepted, and in his ad dress cov ered three im por tant
points.

First, Paul talked about the one true God, the
Cre ator who is the holy, un change able God of love. 

Call ing their at ten tion to an al tar he had seen ded i -
cated “To an Un known God,” he pointed them to the
God who made them and sus tained them.  How many
peo ple be lieve God ex ists but find Him un known, in
the sense that they have no fel low ship with Him?

May we know what this new teach ing is that you
are pre sent ing?  Acts 17:19.

Wisdom for Each Day, Billy Graham, © 2008, Mfd. For 
© 2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“So then, you will know them by their fruit.”  
Matthew 7:20

By Pas tor Paul Larson, De troit Lakes, MN

Je sus was speak ing about false teach ers, wolves in
sheep’s cloth ing!  As Chris tians we live in a day and age
where we need to care fully eval u ate what we hear and
see.  Are the peo ple we lis ten to, the books we read and
min is ters we see on tele vi sion true peo ple of God or are
they wolves in sheep’s cloth ing?

As we near the Lord’s re turn (Rap ture) we are told
that peo ple will be more likely to fol low some one or
some thing that is not true.  

“But the Spirit ex plic itly says that in the later times
some will fall away from the faith pay ing at ten tion to
de ceit ful spir its and doc trines of de mons.” 1 Tim o thy
4:1.

We are liv ing in those times.  To day peo ple would
rather be lieve a lie than deal with the truth.

The truth is too dif fi cult for them to ac cept.  The truth 
that says we are sin ners and need to re pent.

So many peo ple to day go around from church to
church look ing for some one who will tell them that they
are OK just the way they are.  

“For the time will come when they will not en dure
sound doc trine, but want ing to have their ears tick led
they will ac cu mu late for them selves teach ers in ac cor -
dance to their own de sires, and will turn away their ears
from the truth and will turn aside to myths.” 2 Tim o thy
4:3-4.  

Don’t be among those who are mis led.  Know the
Word of God and dis cern be tween those who preach and
teach it cor rectly and those who do not.

Ed i tor’s Note; Thank you so much Pas tor, for this
very bib li cal sound ad vice and, as you likely know, Mar -
tin Lu ther stated that the man (per son) who does not fear
him self has the great est rea son to fear of all: for as we
know the nat u ral/de praved heart is de ceit ful and des per -
ately wicked!



Born Again
“The just shall live by faith” (Hab. 2:4)

This is the seventh in a se ries of ar ti cles about the con ver -
sion of Mar tin Lu ther.  The year 2017 marks the 500th

An ni ver sary of the Ref or ma tion, and we want to em pha -
size how Lu ther was con verted, for you will see el e ments 
in Lu ther’s con ver sion that are lack ing in most Chris tian
cir cles to day.

As Lu ther was a Pro fes sor of The ol ogy at
Wittenberg, he set him self to learn and ex pound the
Scrip tures.  On Au gust 1, 1513, he com menced his lec -
tures on the book of Psalms.  In the fall of 1515 he was
lec tur ing on St. Paul’s Epis tle to the Romans.  The Epis -
tle to the Galatians was treated through out 1516-1517. 
These stud ies proved to be for Lu ther the Damascus road.

“The study of the apos tle Paul proved at this point of
in es ti ma ble value to Lu ther and at the same time con -
fronted him with the fi nal stum bling block be cause Paul
un equiv o cally speaks of the jus tice of God. …

“In the Greek of the Pau line epis tle the word “jus -
tice” has a dou ble sense, ren dered in Eng lish by “jus tice”
and “jus ti fi ca tion.”  The for mer is a strict en force ment of
the law, as when a judge pro nounces the ap pro pri ate sen -
tence.  Jus ti fi ca tion is a pro cess of the sort which takes
place if the judge sus pends the sen tence, places the pris -
oner on pa role, ex presses con fi dence and per sonal in ter -
est in him, and thereby in stills such re solve that the man
in re claimed and jus tice it self ultimately better con served 
than by the ex ac tion of a pound of flesh.

In Lu ther’s own words:

“I greatly longed to un der stand Paul’s Epis tle to
the Romans and noth ing stood in my way but the
one ex pres sion, “the jus tice of God,” be cause I
took it to mean that jus tice whereby God is just
and deals justly in pun ish ing the un just.  My sit u -
a tion was that, al though an im pec ca ble monk, I
stood be fore God as a sin ner trou bled in con -
science, and I had no con fi dence that my merit
would as suage Him.  There fore I did not love a
just and an gry God, but rather hated and mur -
mured against Him.  Yet I clung to the dear Paul
and had a great yearn ing to know what he meant.

“Night and day I pon dered un til I saw the con -
nec tion be tween the jus tice of God and the state -
ment that “the just shall live by his faith.”  Then I
grasped that the jus tice of God is that righ teous -

ness by which, through grace and sheer mercy,
God jus ti fies us through faith.  There upon I felt
my self to be re born and to have gone thr ough
open doors into par a dise.  The whole of Scrip -
ture took on a new mean ing, and whereas be fore
the “jus tice of God” had filled me with hate, now 
it be came to me in ex press ibly sweet in greater
love.  This pas sage of Paul be came to me a gate
to heaven.” 1

In Lu ther’s quan dary, he turned to the Scrip tures.  In
them he found the blessed peace of sins for given by faith
in Je sus alone, apart from hu man merit or work.  No tice
very care fully how he de scribed it:  “I felt my self to be re -
born and to have gone thor ough open doors into par a -
dise.”  Lu ther had a born-again ex pe ri ence af ter his bap -
tism.  It was some thing that he FELT and PERSON ALLY
EXPERIENCED.  Faith was not just a col lec tion of his -
tor i cal facts that he ac knowl edged as be ing true, as is
com monly panned off as true faith.  Faith was a per sonal
en coun ter with the liv ing Lord Je sus that changed his en -
tire life.  This hap pened when he per son ally came to the
Lord.  He would later write, “I be lieve that I can not by
my own rea son or strength be lieve in Je sus Christ my
Lord, OR COME TO HIM …” (Lu ther’s Ex pla na tion to
the Third Ar ti cle of the Apos tles’ Creed)

Lu ther had a “con ver sion ex pe ri ence.”  He could
later look back to this time in his life as to when he got
saved.  He would fondly re mem ber that pas sage from
Romans as be ing the por tion of Scrip ture which set tled it
all for him.  This was the key event in Lu ther’s life that
started the great Ref or ma tion move ment:  Sal va tion in
Je sus through per sonal, liv ing faith, not just bap tism.

Lu ther now had As sur ance of Sal va tion.  The for -
give ness of sins and as sur ance of his stand ing be fore God 
were a set tled is sue.  As he would later write in his Pref -
ace to the Book of Romans, “Faith is a liv ing, dar ing con -
fi dence in God’s grace, so sure and cer tain that a man
would stake his life on it a thou sand times.” The man who 
could not pos si bly con ceive that he would be ac cept able
to God was now ab so lutely con vinced that it was so.  He
went on to write, “This con fi dence in God’s grace and
knowl edge of it makes men glad and bold and happy in
deal ing with God and all His crea tures; and this is the
work of the Holy Ghost in faith.”

Like the Apos tle Paul, he could now say, “I know in
whom I have be lieved and am per suaded that He is able
to keep that which I have com mit ted unto Him against
that day.” (2 Tim. 1:12)  Lu ther’s bap tism and con fir ma tion 
gave him no as sur ance of his sal va tion.
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Dear reader, has what hap pened to Lu ther hap pened 
to you?  Have you per son ally come to the Lord Je sus for
sal va tion?  It might be a mo ment in time, or it might be a
jour ney, which, like Lu ther, fi nally cul mi nates in a faith
that is now alive.  Are you trust ing in the fact that you
are bap tized and con firmed, with out hav ing a liv ing
trust in the Lord Je sus as your per sonal Sav ior?  Do you
have As sur ance of Sal va tion?  Is your fi nal, eter nal des -
tiny a set tled is sue?  Do you say, “Well, I think so,” or “I
hope so,” in stead of say ing, like Lu ther, “I have a con fi -
dence that is cer tain and sure?”  Have you, like Lu ther,
had a born-again ex pe ri ence and know for cer tain that
Christ is yours and all of your sins are for given be fore
God?  

If the an swer to these ques tions is “no,” then do
what Lu ther did:  Turn to the Scrip tures and pray for the
Holy Spirit to bring you to per sonal re pen tance of sin
and per sonal faith in Je sus which trusts Him and re sults
in liv ing as sur ance.  For me, it was Jan u ary 17, 1981 at
10:30 at night on my couch at home when I prayed for
Je sus to be my Sav ior.  The Scrip ture which set tled it for
me was Galatians 2:20, “I am cru ci fied with Christ, and
yet I live, yet not I, but Christ  that liveth in me, and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me and gave Him self for me.”

Lu theran churches which teach sal va tion through
bap tism, with no per sonal ex pe ri ence with Je sus af ter
that, are not even do ing what Lu ther him self ex pe ri -
enced.  Is it any won der that so many in the Lu theran
Church have no As sur ance of Sal va tion?

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

Christ Is in You 

“If Christ is in you, though the body is dead
because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of 

righteousness” Romans 8:10.

How many fu ner als have you been to over the past
year or month or week?  It seems the older we get, the
more fu ner als we get in vited to.  Is that the curse of age?  
Or is it per haps the priv i lege of age?

When some one I know dies, it is al ways a sad oc ca -
sion.  It is never an event to be en joyed or em braced. 
That is be cause death it self is aw ful.  It is re pul sive.   

Even though some will say that death is nat u ral, it
re ally is n’t.  Death is not nat u ral be cause our Cre ator did 
not orig i nally cre ate man to die but to live.  Death is not

just the re sult of sin but the pun ish ment for sin.  Death is
“con dem na tion.”  These bod ies of ours wear out and
die.  Or for some, trag i cally too soon, their bod ies meet
cruel death by dis ease, ill ness, or ac ci dent. What ever the 
cause, the death of this body will come.  Our bod ies are
subject to death.  

But not your eter nal soul.  “There fore there is now
no con dem na tion for those who are in Christ Je sus.”
(Romans 8:1).  WOW!  Think about that a mo ment. 
“No con dem na tion” means never con demned to eter nal
death but el e vated to eter nal life… in Christ Je sus.  We
know our Sav ior lived and died and rose again for us. 
We trust in Him to cover us with righ teous ness, and the
righ teous live forever.   

The apos tle Paul wrote pre vi ously to the Romans:
“But now apart from the Law the righ teous ness of God 
has been man i fested, be ing wit nessed by the Law and
the Proph ets, even the righ teous ness of God through
faith in Je sus Christ for all those who be lieve; for there 
is no dis tinc tion, for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God”.  (Romans 3:21-23)  Here is the good
news: Je sus cred its His righ teous ness to us.  This gives
us dar ing con fi dence to live each day in Christ, look ing
for ward to be ing with Christ for an eternity.  

The Holy Spirit loves righ teous ness too much to
leave even one righ teous per son in the grave.  He is too
proud of His righ teous saints to hide them un der cem e -
tery clay.  He is too ea ger to glo rify and re ward the righ -
teous; He can not leave them sub ject to death for ever. 
You are His righ teous saint, cov ered with the righ teous -
ness of your Sav ior, and you will be made alive all be -
cause there is not con dem na tion for those who are in
Christ Jesus.

Je sus, thank you for giv ing me the dar ing con fi -
dence to live each day for You now, even while I look for -
ward to an eter nity in heaven with You.  Amen.

Meditations Daily Devotional

 Ed i tor’s Note: The older a be liever be comes, not
ONLY will he love God’s Word more, but also a con ser -
va tive edi tion of Dr. Mar tin Lu ther’s SMALL
CATECHISM.  Therein a per son finds a bib li cal ex pla -
na tion of ‘What is Jus ti fi ca tion’?  “Jus ti fi ca tion is the
gra cious act of God whereby He for Christ’s sake ac -
quits a re pen tant and be liev ing sin ner of his sin and
guilt, and looks upon him, in Christ, as though he had
never sinned.”

“For He made him who knew no sin to be sin for
us, that we might be come the righ teous ness of God in 
Him” II Co rin thi ans 5:21.  “be ing jus ti fied freely by
His grace through the re demp tion that is in Christ
Je sus” Romans 3:24.



Blessed are the pure in heart: for
they shall see God.   Matthew 5:8

TO be pure in heart can not be the same as be ing with -
out sin, or never do ing wrong.  If that were the case no
one in this world would have a pure heart.

But what is it to have a pure heart?
First and fore most it is some thing in side of us that

feels sick and hurt at ev ery thing un holy and un clean, and
which there fore can not live with out con fess ing ev ery -
thing to God just as it is.  A pure heart is that within us
which can not en dure one sin gle sin rest ing on con science 
unconfessed and un for given; but must open the door so
that light may flood all that is crooked and sin ful, and
must openly lay bare ev ery sore to Him who has prom -
ised to heal all sores.

Then we draw near to God with a true heart, then we
are of the truth, then we shall hear the Sav ior-voice of Je -
sus Christ.  Then we walk in the light, and the blood of Je -
sus Christ cleanses from all sin.  Then the pure are
pu ri fied, and then we see God.   

It is the hid den sin that makes the heart im pure, and
that casts a shadow be tween us and God.  

And this dan ger lurks at the door of us Chris tians ev -
ery sin gle day.  To live in the truth and to walk in the
light, as God is in the light, that is the way that leads up to
God.  Here is the strait ened way, of which Je sus says:
“Few are they that find it.”  Have you found it?

“Cre ate in me a clean heart, O God; 
And re new a stead fast spirit within me”
            Psalm 51:10

Grant us, dear Lord, our cross to bear
Till at Thy feet we lay it down, 
Win through Thy blood our par don there, 
And through the cross at tain the crown.

THY KINGDOM COME, by Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing house, Copyright 1939, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Spiritually Dead

Dr. C. F. W. Walther, writes:

“There are peo ple who re gard them selves as good
Chris tians al though they are spir i tu ally dead.  They have
never felt a real an guish on ac count of their sins; they
have never been filled with ter ror on ac count of them,
have never been ap palled by the thought of the hell which 
they have de served, have never been on their knees be -

fore God, be wail ing with bit ter tears their aw ful, dam na -
ble con di tion un der sin.  Much less have they wept sweet
tears of joy and glo ri fied God for His mercy.  They read
and hear the Word of God with out be ing spe cially im -
pressed by it  They go to church and re ceive ab so lu tion
with out feel ing re freshed; they at tend Holy Com mu nion
with out any in ward sen sa tion and re main as cold as ice. 
Oc ca sion ally, when they be come in wardly ag i tated be -
cause of their in dif fer ence in mat ters con cern ing their
sal va tion and be cause of their lack of ap pre ci a tion of
God’s Word, they try to quiet their heart with the re flec -
tion that the Lu theran Church teaches that the lack of
spir i tual feel ing is of no mo ment.  They rea son that this
lack can not harm them and that they can be good
Christians notwithstanding, because they consider
themselves believers.

“How ever, they la bor un der a griev ous self-de lu sion.  
Peo ple in that con di tion have noth ing but the dead faith
of the in tel lect, a spe cious faith or, to ex press it still more
dras ti cally, a lip faith.  They may say with their mouth ‘I
be lieve,’ but their heart is not con scious of it.  No, in deed; 
a per son who can not say, in ac cor dance with Psalm 34:8,
that he has tasted and seen that the Lord is good must not
re gard him self as be ing in a state of true faith.  More over,
the Apos tle  Paul says, Rom. 8:16: “The Spirit him self
bears wit ness with our spirit, that we are chil dren of
God”.  Can the Holy Spirit bear this wit ness in us with out 
our feel ing it?  The wit ness in court must speak loud
enough for the judge to hear.  The same is nec es sary in
this case.  Ac cord ing to God’s Word any per son who has
never felt the tes ti mony of the Spirit that he is the child of
God is spir i tu ally dead.  He can of fer no tes ti mony in his
fa vor and does wrong by considering himself a Christian
nev er the less.”

Quot ing again from Dr. Walther, we read, “It would
be aw ful if any of you would have to re tire this eve ning
with the thought in his heart: ‘I do not know whether God 
is gra cious to me, whether He has ac cepted me as His
child, and whether my sins are for given.  If God were to
call me hence to night I would not be sure whether I
should die saved.’  God grant that no one of you will re -
tire in that frame of mind; for he would lie down to rest
with the wrath of God abid ing on him.”
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“But it is good for me to draw near
to God; I have put my trust in the Lord
GOD, That I may de clare all Your
works.” Psalm 73:28. 
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Assurance
Pas tor Maynard Force

Martin Lu ther writes, 
“‘You have re ceived the spirit of adop tion, whereby

we cry, Abba, Fa ther.’  This cry ing (Abba Fa ther) is felt
when one’s con science, with out wa ver ing and ques tion -
ing, con ceives a staunch bold ness to be quite cer tain, not 
only that his sins have been for given, but also that he is a 
child of God, as sured of his sal va tion and may with a
cheer ful and as sured heart and with all con fi dence call
God his dear Fa ther and cry to Him.  Of these things he
must be more cer tain than his very life, and must be
ready to suf fer ev ery kind of death, and hell in ad di tion,
rather than al low this as sur ance to be taken from him by
yielding to doubt.

“True, there may come a strife in a Chris tian caus -
ing him an anx ious feel ing lead ing him to think he is not
a child of God, and to imag ine and feel that God is an an -
gry, stern judge, as hap pened to Job and many oth ers. 
But in a con flict of this kind, child like con fi dence,
though trem bling and quak ing, must con quer in the end
or ev ery thing is lost.”

Lack of as sur ance is a sign of a rep ro bate.  Paul,
writ ing to the Co rin thi ans, ad mon ishes them, “Test
your selves to see if you are in the faith; ex am ine your -
selves!  Or do you not rec og nize this about your selves
that Je sus Christ is in you – un less in deed you fail the
test? (Are rep ro bate)” 11 Cor. 13:5.  What a sol emn
state ment!  If this warn ing was fit ting for the Co rin thi -
ans, surely it would be in place for us also.   Paul asked
them to check up on them selves.  “Test your selves,
whether you are in the faith.”  Then he asks, “Or do you
not rec og nize this about your selves, that Je sus Christ is
in you?”  He is sur prised if they do not know.  He does
not add, “Of course, you are saved and do not know it.”
No, he quickly re minds them, “Un less in deed you be
rep ro bate.”  Rep ro bates, or out casts, do not have Holy
Spirit as sur ance.  There fore, now is the time to “try your
own selves” and “prove your own selves” to see
whether you are in the faith.

Lack of as sur ance is a sign of blind ness.  Those
who lack as sur ance have failed to lay hold of one of the
most blessed truths in all of God’s Word.  Sa tan is still

hold ing them in dark ness, “and even if our gos pel is
veiled, it is veiled to them that per ish: in whom the
god of this world hath blinded the minds of the un be -
liev ing, that the light of the gos pel of the glory of
Christ, who is the im age of God, should not dawn
upon them” (II Cor. 4:3, 4).  No tice the se ri ous ness of
the state ment.  “It is veiled to them that per ish.”  Lost
peo ple are blind.  They just can not see what God’s chil -
dren see.  It is Sa tan’s de sire to keep them in this dark -
ness un til it is too late.  There fore blind peo ple should
never be com forted to be lieve all is well.  It were far
better that they might be come con scious of their ter ri ble
state.  It is only when peo ple re al ize they are lost that
they be gin to seek Christ in dead ear nest.  As Mar tin Lu -
ther puts it: “God never com forts any but the af flicted,
just as He never quick ens unto life any but the dead. 
Nor ever jus ti fies any but sin ner.” 

Lack as sur ance is a sign of no tes ti mony.  Pe ter
writes that we should be “ready al ways to give an swer
to ev ery man that asks you a rea son con cern ing the
hope that is in you, yet with meek ness and fear” (1
Pet. 3:15).  One who lacks as sur ance has no hope.  It
would be em bar rass ing for such a one to be asked a rea -
son con cern ing the hope that is in him.  Be fore I found
peace with God, I had an in ward fear of the ques tion,
“Are you saved?”   Now that same ques tion gives me a
great joy.  It of fers an op por tu nity “to give an swer to ev -
ery man that asks” a rea son con cern ing the hope that is
in me.  This hope is not one that is to come, but rather
“the hope that is in you,” some thing you now have.  

Who do you say I am?

Mat thew 16:15

C. S. Lewis pointed out that there are only four pos -
si ble con clu sions you can reach about Je sus.  Either He
was a liar, or He was self-de ceived, or He was in sane –
or He was in fact who He claimed to be: the Son of God.  
Which was He?  The only log i cal con clu sion is that Je -
sus was the Son of God.  A liar could n’t have taught the
lofty moral prin ci ples He did.  A self-de ceived per son
could n’t have per formed the mir a cles He did.  A lu na tic
could n’t have held up un der pres sure the way Je sus did 
Af ter closely ob serv ing His life ev ery day, His dis ci ples
reached their con clu sion: “You are the Christ, the Son
of the liv ing God” Mat thew 16:16.   

Wisdom for Each Day © 2008 Billy Graham, Mfd. For 
© 2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.

How many peo ple have come to their

older years with this thought in mind:

Too Soon Old, and Too Late Smart?



GOD’S WILL AND OURS
“Your will be done”  Mat thew 26:42

By An drew Murray 

It is the high pre rog a tive of God that ev ery thing in
heaven and earth is to be done ac cord ing to His will and as
the ful fill ment of His de sires.  When He made man in His
im age, man’s de sires were in tended to be in per fect ac cord
with the de sires of God.  This is the high honor of be ing
made in the like ness of God – that we are to feel and wish
just as God does.  In hu man flesh, man was to be the em -
bodi ment and ful fill ment of God’s de sires.

When God cre ated man with the power of will ing and
choos ing what he should be, He lim ited Him self in the ex er -
cise of His will.  And when man had fallen and yielded him -
self to the will of  God’s en emy, God in His in fi nite love set
about the great work of win ning man back, and of mak ing
the de sires of God his own.  As de sire is the great mo ti vat -
ing power in God, so it is in man.  And just as man had
yielded him self to a life of de sire af ter the things of the earth 
and the flesh, God had to re deem him and ed u cate him into
a life of har mony with Him self.  His one aim was that man’s 
de sires would be in per fect ac cord with His own.

The great step in this di rec tion was when the Son of
the Fa ther came into this world.  He re pro duced the di vine
de sires in His hu man na ture and in His prayer to yield
Him self up to the per fect ful fill ment of all that God wished 
and willed.  The Son, as Man, said in ag ony and blood,
“Your will be done,” and made the sur ren der even to be -
ing for saken by God, so that the power that had de ceived
man might be con quered and de liv er ance might be pro -
cured.  It was in the won der ful and com plete har mony be -
tween the Fa ther and the Son when the Son said, “Your
will (of love) be done,” that the great re demp tion was ac -
com plished.   

In tak ing hold of that re demp tion, be liev ers have to
say, first of all for them selves and then in lives de voted to
in ter ces sion for oth ers, “Your will be done in heaven as on
earth.” (See Mat thew 6:10).  As we plead for the church,
its min is ters, and its mis sion ar ies, its strong Chris tians or
its young con verts, and for the un saved, whether nom i -
nally Chris tian or un churched, we have the priv i lege of
know ing that we are plead ing for what God wills, and that
through our prayers His will is to be done on earth as in
heaven. 

God’s Best Secrets, Copyright © 1998 by Whitaker
House.

Quench Not The Spirit – 1 Thess. 5:19.

THE Spirit’s fire in heart and life may be quenched

both rap idly and eas ily.  If we are not on our guard we may
soon be among those who are dead while they live, re gard -
less of how holy and burn ing in the spirit we once were.

The Spirit of God has prom ised to guide us into all
truth, also the truth about our selves.  When the Spirit
throws His light into our na ture, and we see the evil dis po -
si tion, the per verse will, and the sin ful thoughts that want
to rule it – if then we do not take up the bat tle against this
in ner hurt – we may quench the Spirit.  Where the in ner
dis ci pline and cleans ing cease, there God’s Spirit loses His 
foot hold, and can not work.  Then we be come blind to our
own folly, and can get so far into the dark ness that we do
not see our sin ei ther in heart or in works.

It is deep down in the heart that the foun da tion must be 
laid for all true Chris tian life.  It must be laid there by the
Spirit who pun ishes us for our sins, and leads us to the
foun tain in “the house of Da vid” that cleanses from sin
and from un clean ness.  But it is here, too, that it is so easy
for us to grieve the Holy Spirit, and to ex tin guish the bridal 
torch that we bear.  Then dark ness sur rounds us.

We can never shout too loud to each other about be ing
care ful here.  All those who are ear nestly striv ing for a
holy life know how great this in ner dan ger is.  Let us watch 
over our selves so that we do not quench the Spirit.

One se cret thought
With evil fraught, 
Which in the heart was cher ished, 
Havoc of God’s grace hath wrought, 
And the soul hath per ished.

THY KINGDOM COME, By Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing House, Copyright 1939, Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

He Has Promised
Do you some times feel for saken -
All alone, with none to care, 
When the bur den on your shoul ders
Seems too great for you to bear?
Are you wea ried with the jour ney
And the sor rows you have known?
Talk it over with the Mas ter – 
You are re ally not alone.
Let your faint ing heart take cour age.
And your rest less fears be still.
He has prom ised not to leave you.
And He never, never will.
            M. H. Good man

Ed i tor’s Note: YOU can leave HIM though!
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Up Date 

THE FINANCIAL NEED IS VERY REAL to
keep this por tion of God’s King dom Work afloat!

Please give prayer fully and gen er ously as the
Lord lays upon your heart!

The Lord Bless!
June’s In come for the Morn ing Glory was

approx. $2,697.28 and the of fer ing for the June Con -
fer ence was $800.00.

It takes about $3,600 per month to keep the
Morn ing Glory and the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion afloat fi nan cially, and also
con duct ing Hauge Bi ble Con fer ences, etc.   

Evan ge lis tic Tent Meet ings

Faith Lu theran Church of Run ning Val ley of
ru ral Colfax, Wis con sin, will be us ing the Hauge
Innermission tent for evan ge lis tic meet ings.  Pas -
tor Jim Haga will be the speaker, along with spe -
cial mu sic each night.  The meet ings will be at the 
fairgrounds in Colfax.  The dates for these meet -
ings are Au gust 27-30, 2017 and they will start
each eve ning at 6:00 p.m.  
Please con sider who you might per son ally in vite
to at tend with YOU and hear the WORD of God!
Even if you can’t per son ally at tend, please un der -
gird these meet ings with prayer be gin ning now,
and at the very time they are hap pen ing.  Thank
you for your faith ful in ter ces sion.

Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence 

At 

Stavanger Lu theran Church

Gar den City, Iowa 

Sep tem ber 29 – Oc to ber 1, 2017

Pas tor Steve Lombardo, Guest Speaker 

PLEASE be gin pray ing (spe cif i cally) NOW for
the con fer ence

And plan your sched ule to prayer fully at tend!

More de tails forth-com ing in the Sep tem ber is sue
of the Morn ing Glory.

Thank you and the Lord Bless!


